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The President of India gave assent to The Central Universities Act, 2009 that envisages 

establishing and incorporating universities for teaching and research in various states. 

The Central University of Jharkhand came into being under this Act on the First of 

March, 2009.  The then Visitor of the Central University of Jharkhand, the Hon'ble 

President of India, Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil appointed Dr. Darlando T. Khathing, 

as its First Vice Chancellor. 

Consequent upon completion of his term, Prof. Nand Kumar Yadav ‘Indu’ succeeded 

him as the University’s Vice Chancellor w.e.f.  1
st
 August 2015.  
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The Centre offers the following three courses : 
 M.A. in Tribal Law and Governance (Duration - Two years)

 LL.M. with specialization in Tribal & Customary Law (Duration - Two years)

 Ph.D. (Duration 3 - 6 years)

The M.A. (Tribal Law & Governance) and LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law) courses 
offered under the aegis of Centre for Tribal and Customary Law will be full time courses of 
study spreading over a period of four (4) academic semesters each of 6 months duration. 
(Total - 2 years) 

ADMISSION SCHEDULE 

Admission to the M.A. (Tribal Law & Governance) and LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law) 
courses shall be ordinarily made in the first semester at the beginning of each academic year. 
The admission advertisement is usually flashed in the 1st week of March every year in all 
leading newspapers and the University website.

The Admission Notification, Mode of Application, Last Date for Receiving Application 
Form, Application Fee, Entrance Examination Syllabus, Exam Date, Test Centres, Publication 
of Result, Counselling, Admission Date/s  and Commencement of Classes shall be followed 
in accordance to the schedule and guidelines of Central University of Jharkhand for the 
concerned year. 

For latest updates, visit the University’s Website - www.cuj.ac.in 

ELIGIBILITY  CRITERIA  FOR  ADMISSION 

 Candidate seeking admission to M.A. (Tribal Law & Governance) course must possess 
a Bachelor Degree or equivalent in any discipline with a minimum of 50% marks or 
equivalent grade. The same for SC/ST/PH/OBC candidates shall be 45%.
Rounding off of marks will not be allowed.

 Candidate seeking admission to LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law) course must 
possess a Bachelor Degree in Law (LL.B.) with a minimum of 50% marks or equivalent 
grade. The same for SC/ST/PH/OBC candidates shall be 45%.
Rounding off of marks will not be allowed.

 Appearing candidates or those awaiting for result, are also eligible for applying.



ADMISSION PROCESS 

Admission to M.A. (Tribal Law and Governance) and LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law) 
shall be made purely on the basis of candidate’s performance in the Central Universities 
Common Entrance Test (CUCET) or any other entrance exam as decided by the University.

NUMBER  OF  SEATS 

The total number of candidates to be admitted in the M.A. (Tribal Law & Governance) 

and  LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law) taken together shall be Fourteen (14). 

As per the directives of Government of India and UGC, the following percentage of the total 
seats shall be reserved for the below mentioned category of Indian students on production of 
relevant documentary evidence : 

 Scheduled Caste  - 15 %

 Scheduled Tribe - 7.5 %

 OBC - Non Creamy Layer - 27 %

 Differently Abled - 3% (horizontal)

IMPORTANT  INSTRUCTIONS 

 The medium of instruction, examination, viva-voce, interview or any other academic
activity relating to M.A. (Tribal Law & Governance) and LL.M. (Tribal and
Customary Law) programmes, shall be English.

 A student admitted to any of the above-mentioned two courses, must attend a
minimum of 75% of the lectures, seminars and tutorials conducted in the Centre. Apart
from these, field work and library visits also form a mandatory part of the course.
Failure in fulfilling these requirements, nullifies the entitlement of a candidate for
appearing in the written examination or viva-voce or both.

 If at any time, it is discovered that a candidate has made false or incorrect statement(s)
or any fraudulent means have been used for securing admission his/her name shall be
immediately removed from the rolls of the University. The Centre may also
recommend for removal of the name of a student from the course on the basis of
unsatisfactory performance or indiscipline or on grounds of medical unfitness or any
other activity deemed unsuitable or erroneous.

 Ragging is totally banned at Central University of Jharkhand including its centres, all
its premises (academic, residential, sports, canteen etc.) whether located within the
campus or outside and in all means of transportation of students whether public or
private, and anyone found guilty of ragging and/or abetting ragging is liable to be
punished including immediate cancellation of admission or suspension.



COURSE  STRUCTURE  AND  SCHEME  OF  EVALUATION 

The M.A. (Tribal Law & Governance) and LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law) programme 
shall consist of 18 theoretical courses along with compulsory submission of a research 
dissertation at the end of the final semester.  

THEORETICAL  COURSE 

For every theoretical course, there shall be an End Semester Exam at the completion of 
every semester. Prior to that, there shall be three sessional tests for every course of which 
the performance in the best two would be taken into consideration. The sessional tests 
would carry 40% weightage whereas the End Semester Exam will account for the 
remaining 60% of the evaluation. 

 End Semester Exam : There shall be a 3 hours duration written examination carrying
60% weightage for each theoretical course. It shall cover the entire syllabus prescribed
for the course.

 Sessional Tests : There shall be three sessional tests.

 1
st
 Sessional Test : The first sessional test will be held during the fourth week

of the semester. It will include writing of a Book Review and its presentation.
The review shall be of any one book covering the syllabus or anything related
to the same.

 2
nd

 Sessional Test : The second sessional test will be conducted during the
eighth week of the semester. It will be a written exam covering the syllabus
covered till that period.

 3
rd

 Sessional Test : The third sessional test will constitute of writing a Term
Paper of 2500-3000 words on any topic covering the syllabus or anything
related to it, along with its presentation. It should be submitted by the twelfth
week of the concerned semester.

DISSERTATION COURSE 

Every student enrolled in the M.A. (Tribal Law and Governance) or LL.M. (Tribal and 
Customary Law) programme, shall mandatorily submit a concise research dissertation on 
the topic assigned to him/her (not exceeding 150 pages) at least a fortnight, before the 
commencement of the end semester examination of the 4th semester. The dissertation
along with its presentation and viva-voce, shall carry weightage equivalent to two 
theoretical papers. Before final submission of dissertation, every student shall present a 
synopsis of the research topic at the centre. 

Dissertation shall be completed under the supervision of any assigned faculty of Centre 
for Tribal & Customary Law and the same shall be evaluated jointly by the faculty 
members of the centre and one external examiner. In the course of evaluation 60% 
weightage will be awarded for assessing the quality of dissertation, 20% for its 
presentation and 20% for viva-voce/interview concerning the topic of dissertation. 



COURSE  STRUCTURE  AND  CREDIT  DISTRIBUTION 

M.A. (Tribal Law and Governance) 

AND 

LL.M.  (Tribal and Customary Law) 

SEMESTER -  I

Sl. NAME  OF  THE  COURSE Course Code 
Credit  Distribution Total 

Credit 
Lecture Practical Tutorial 

1. Introduction to Tribal  India TCL 411010 3 0 1 4 

2. Social Institutions in Tribal Society TCL 411020 3 0 1 4 

3. Jurisprudence - I TCL 411030 3 0 1 4 

4. Tribal Customary  Law and Justice TCL 411040 3 0 1 4 

5. Research  Methodology - I TCL 411050 3 0 1 4 

6. Ideas and Issues in Public Administration TCL 411060 3 0 1 4 

GRAND  TOTAL 24 

SEMESTER -  II

Sl. NAME  OF  THE  COURSE Course Code 
Credit  Distribution Total 

Credit 
Lecture Practical Tutorial 

1. Tribal Administration TCL 421010 3 0 1 4 

2. Family Law and Natural Resource Legislations TCL 421020 3 0 1 4 

3. Jurisprudence - II TCL 421030 3 0 1 4 

4. International Law, Globalization and Peoples TCL 421040 3 0 1 4 

5. Public Policy : Concept and Theories TCL 421050 3 0 1 4 

6. Multi - Level Governance TCL 421060 3 0 1 4 

GRAND  TOTAL 24 

SEMESTER -  III

Sl. NAME  OF  THE  COURSE Course Code 
Credit  Distribution Total 

Credit 
Lecture Practical Tutorial 

1. Tribal Peoples and Intellectual Property Rights TCL 511010 3 0 1 4 

2. Tribal Welfare and Development TCL 511020 3 0 1 4 

3. Human Rights Law and Tribal Peoples TCL 511030 3 0 1 4 

4. Customary Laws in Jharkhand TCL 511040 3 0 1 4 

5. Environment, Tribal Peoples and Law TCL 511050 3 0 1 4 

6. Research Methodology - II TCL 511060 3 0 1 4 

GRAND  TOTAL 24 

SEMESTER -  IV

Sl. NAME  OF  THE  COURSE 
Credit  Distribution Total 

Credit 
Lecture Practical Tutorial 

1. Dissertation   (based on Field - Work) 0 6 2 8 

GRAND  TOTAL 08 



FEE  STRUCTURE

M.A. ( Tribal  Law  and  Governance ) and  LL.M. ( Tribal and Customary Law )

One Time Payable Fees Nature  of  Fees Amount (INR) 

1. Admission Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 500 
2. University Registration Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 500 
3. University Caution Deposit Refundable Rs. 2000 
4. Library Caution Deposit Refundable Rs. 1000 
5. Identity Card Non-Refundable Rs. 100 
6. Centre Security Deposit Refundable Rs. 1000 

TOTAL - including Medical Fee and NSS Fee  (I) * Rs. 5,720/-

Recurring Fees ( Payable per Semester)

1. Tuition Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 2000 
2. Test and Examination Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 1000 
3. Library Fee Non-Refundable Rs.   300 

4. Field Work / Tour Visit Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 1500 

TOTAL (II) Rs. 4,800/-

Hostel Fees 

1. Hostel Caution Deposit (one-time) Refundable Rs. 2000 
2. Room Rent (per semester) Non-Refundable Rs. 1200 
3. Mess Fee (as per actual fooding cost) Non-Refundable 

* Other Fees :

 Medical Fees (payable every year) - Rs. 600/-

The Vice‐Chancellor shall have the power to grant full/partial free‐ship to a student on the
recommendation of a Committee constituted by him/her for the purpose. However, total free‐
ship shall not exceed 5% of the total student strength in the course. The free-ship would be
sanctioned on year to year basis.

The academic record of the students, financial position of the parents/guardian of the students
and any other factor deemed fit, shall be taken into account while making recommendation on
the applications of the students for grant of free-ship.

 National Service Scheme [NSS] Fees (payable every year) - Rs. 20/-

Fee Exemption :



The syllabus of  M.A. (Tribal Law and Governance) and LL.M. (Tribal and Customary Law), 
was e-mailed for review to international and national scholars. The work was appreciated in 
general. Some of the exclusive opinion and comments about the course syllabus were : 

1. “…I am most interested in innovative educational and research initiative like this one. I like
the policy and law approach…”

Prof. (Dr.) Paul Havemann 
James Cook University, Australia. 

2. “…description of your new programme looks very impressive. I believe it will make an
important contribution within your country and beyond…”

Prof. (Dr.) John Borrows 
University of Minnesota, USA. 

3. “...Thank you very much for bringing this important Program to my attention. I wish you
every success with it. I have also forwarded it to my colleagues here in indigenous legal
orders at University of Victoria, University of Minnesota and Dartmouth College, New
Hampshire. I am sure they will be interested as well...”

Prof. (Dr.) James Tully 
University of Victoria, Canada. 

4. “…Central University of Jharkhand is taking a significant step. Your team deserves
kudos…”

Dr. Aditya Raj (Ph.D, McGill Univesity) 
Faculty, IIT Patna, India. 

5. “…The comprehensive syllabus is not only a guideline for the faculties and the students but
it also reflects the prospect of immediate employability of the students after completion of
the course. Moreover, this type of education on tribal issues will lead the society at policy
level…”

Dr. Jeuti Barooah 
Former Director, Law Research Institute 

Gauhati High Court, Guwahati. 



The Ph.D. course offered by the Centre for Tribal and Customary Law shall be in areas 
related to socio-legal, governance, policy and customary laws of the tribal people(s). It is 
strictly in accordance to the UGC's (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Awards of 
M.Phil./Ph.D. Degrees) Regulations, 2016. 

ADMISSION PROCESS  AND  SCHEDULE 

Admission to the Ph.D. programme is ordinarily made at the beginning of each academic year 
for which the advertisement is tentatively flashed in the first week of March every year in 
newspapers and University website. Entrance to the course is usually made through the 
Central Universities Common Entrance Test (CUCET) or any other exam as decided by the 
University. 

The application forms received against the admission notification are processed and eligible 
candidates are required to appear in the Ph.D. Entrance Test. It is qualifying in nature in which 
applicant scoring less than 50% are not considered in the later round of admission process. 
The scheme of examination is as follows :

Research Methodology - 50 %  questions 
Subject / Course Specific  - 50 %  questions

However, candidates having UGC-JRF (valid) / UGC-NET / SLET or M.Phil. degree, in 
the concerned/relevant discipline, are exempted from appearing in the Ph.D. Entrance 
Test. However, it is mandatory for such applicants to fill the application form.
The final selection of applicants is done among the applicants who have qualified the Ph.D. 
Entrance Test and those who are exempted from the test.
Final Merit List for admission is prepared on the following criteria :
     (a)  Marks in Post Graduation Degree in the concerned/relevant subject -   50 %
     (b) Competence for Proposed Research (through presentation) -   20 %
     (c)  Suitability of Research Work to be Undertaken (through presentation) -   20 %
     (d)  Contribution of Proposed Work to Addition of Knowledge (through presentation) -   10 %

ELIGIBILITY  CRITERIA  FOR  ADMISSION 

Admission to Ph.D. programme is open to candidates who have obtained Master Degree in 
Tribal Law and Governance / LL.M. (Tribal & Customary Law) / Anthropology / Tribal 
Studies / Law / Sociology or any other relevant discipline of Social Science with 55% marks 
or equivalent. (50% for SC/ST/PH/OBC applicants). 

Appearing candidates or those awaiting for result, are also eligible for applying. 

NUMBER  OF  SEATS 

The number of candidates to be admitted in the Ph.D. course shall be decided by the 
Centre on year to year basis depending on the manageable number of vacant seats available 
with the eligible research supervisor/s of the Centre.
The reservation policy as per the directives of Government of India is followed at time of 
admission.



IMPORTANT  INSTRUCTIONS 

 After admission, every Ph.D. student (except those having M.Phil. degee) shall 
have to mandatorily undertake  Ph.D.  Course Work.

 The medium of instruction, examination, viva-voce, interview or any other academic
activity relating to the Ph.D. programme, shall be English.

 A student admitted to the Ph.D. programme must attend at least 75% of the lectures,
seminars and tutorials conducted by the Centre during the Course Work. Apart from
these, field work and library visits also form a mandatory part of the programme.
Failure in fulfilling these requirements, nullifies the entitlement of a candidate for
appearing in the course work examination or submission of thesis or viva-voce or any
other form of evaluation.

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE 

 Every full-time Ph.D. student who is not in receipt of financial assistance from any 
recognized external source shall be entitled for CUJ Research Fellowship for a 
maximum tenure of six years or till the submission of Ph.D. thesis (whichever is 
earlier).
At present, the CUJ Research Fellowship is Rs. 8000/- per month + Annual 
Contingency at the rate as approved by the University.

 Applicants who have qualified for JRF from bodies like UGC / CSIR / ICMR or any 
other recognized external source such as RGNF / MANF etc. shall also be in receipt of 
fellowship. Their terms and condition along with amount of fellowship shall be governed 
by the concerned funding agency.

At present, the amount of such Fellowships is :
 (a)  JRF   -   Rs. 25,000/- per month + HRA + Contingency of Rs. 10,000/- per year.
 (b) SRF   -   Rs. 28,000/- per month + HRA + Contingency of Rs. 20,500/- per year.

COURSE  DURATION 

Every Ph.D. student will be required to submit his/her Ph.D. thesis within a minimum time of 
3 years and maximum of 6 years from the date of admission failing which, the admission shall 
be cancelled.
However, an extra time of two years shall be provided in the maximum time for female and 
PH candidates.



FEE  STRUCTURE
Ph.D. offered by the Centre for Tribal and Customary Law 

One Time Payable Fees Nature  of  Fees Amount (INR) 

1. Admission Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 1000 
2. University Registration Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 1000 
3. University Caution Deposit Refundable Rs. 2000 
4. Library Caution Deposit Refundable Rs. 1000 
5. Identity Card Non-Refundable Rs. 100 
6. Centre Security Deposit Refundable Rs. 5000 

TOTAL (I) Rs. 10,720/-

Fees ( Payable per Semester)

1. Tuition Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 2000 
2. Test and Examination Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 1000 
3. Library Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 500 
4. Field Work / Tour Fee Non-Refundable Rs. 3000 

TOTAL (II) Rs.  6,500/-

Hostel Fees 

1. Hostel Caution Deposit (one-time) Refundable Rs. 2000 
2. Room Rent (per semester) Non-Refundable Rs. 6000 
3. Mess Fee (as per actual fooding cost) Non-Refundable 

Medical Fee (Rs. 600) + NSS Fee (Rs. 20/-) payable per year



FACULTY  MEMBERS

Centre  for  Tribal  &  Customary  Law

Centre Coordinator and Assistant Professor 

Ph.D. (Anthropology) 
UGC-NET 
M.A. (Anthropology) 

E-mail : cujlaw @ gmail.com

Assistant Professor 

UGC-NET-JRF 
M.A. (Anthropology)  -  Gold Medalist 
B.A.  (Anthropology)  -  University Topper 
Bachelors of General Law

E-mail : shamsher @ live.com

Mobile : +91 - 9973670503

Shamsher Alam 

Assistant Professor 

UGC-NET-JRF (Human Rights) 
UGC-NET (Law)
M.Phil. (International Law) 
LL.M. (Human Rights)

E-mail : rashwetshrinkhal @ gmail.com     

Assistant Professor 

Ph.D. (Anthropology) 
UGC-NET-JRF 
M.Phil. (Social Medicine and Community Health) 
M.Sc. (Anthropology) 
LL.B. 
E-mail : debendra.biswal @ cuj.ac.in     Mobile : +91 - 9973579387

Dr. Debendra Kr. Biswal 

Dr. Walter Beck

Mobile : +91 - 9334230506

Rashwet Shrinkhal



cuj
www.cuj.ac.in 

Centre for Tribal and Customary Law,  Central University of Jharkhand 

Brambe,  Ratu-Lohardaga Road,  Ranchi - 835205, Jharkhand (INDIA) 

Conceived by Shamsher Alam, Assistant Professor. 


